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Seamless Summer Option
(SSO)

The Texas Department of Agriculture’s (TDA) Food and Nutrition (F&N) administers the
Seamless Summer Option (SSO) and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). These
programs are not structured the same. The SSO combines features of the National School Lunch
Program (NSLP), the School Breakfast Program (SBP) and the SFSP regulations. The SSO
reduces paperwork and the administrative burden that is normally associated with operating
three different programs. This enables contracting entities (CE) to operate the SSO under many
of the same regulations, procedures and policies that they currently operate under during the
regular school year.

The summer feeding programs, SSO and SFSP, were created to ensure that children in low-
income areas could continue to receive meals during long school vacations when they do not
have access to school lunch or breakfast. The SSO offers good, nutritious food that’s “in” when
school is “out.” This section applies to the SSO. For information regarding the SFSP, please visit
www.summerfood.org or contact TDA at (877) TEX-MEAL (839-6325).

Summer refers to a period of time the state education agency does not count toward meeting
the designated instructional days of education. Currently, the Texas Education Agency (TEA)
mandates 180 instructional days as a school year.

State Mandated Summer Feeding Program Participation

The Texas legislature mandates participation in either the SSO or SFSP for CEs that are public
school districts with 50 percent or greater eligible for free and reduced-price meals.

CEs with 50 percent or greater eligible for free and reduced-price meals must either:
e Operate a summer feeding program directly;
e Arrange for another CE to operate a summer feeding program in their district; or

e Arrange with another entity for the operation of the SFSP in their district.

The participation must be for at least 30 calendar days.
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CEs with 50 percent or greater eligible for free and reduced-price meals can be granted a waiver
for one year for the following reasons:

Enrollment included fewer than 100 children eligible for free and reduced-price meals.
The cost of transportation was prohibitive.

School buildings or cafeterias were under renovation or construction.

An alternate provider already sponsored the SFSP in the area.

Other extenuating circumstances.

TDA will require verifiable documentation in order to be considered for a waiver, which may
include:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Documentation showing that there are fewer than 100 students in the district currently
eligible to receive free and reduced-price meals under the NSLP; or

Documentation showing that transportation to enable district students to participate in the
program is an insurmountable obstacle to the district’s ability to provide or arrange for the
provision of the program despite consultation by the district with the public transit
providers; or

Documentation that the district is unable to provide or arrange for the program due to
renovation or construction of district facilities and the unavailability of an appropriate
alternate provider or site; or

Documentation that the district is unable to provide the program due to another
extenuating circumstance and that there is not another alternate site or provider available;
and

Documentation that the district has worked with TDA field offices to identify another
possible provider for the program in the district; or

Documentation that the cost to the district to provide or arrange for the program would be
cost-prohibitive for a district. A public school district’s operation of a summer feeding
program will be deemed cost-prohibitive if the projected operational expenses for the
summer feeding program are greater than the sum of the expected federal reimbursements
plus one month of the school food services” allowable three months operating expenses on
hand. To demonstrate that operation of a summer feeding program is cost-prohibitive, the
CE must provide:

a) Projected summer feeding program budget for the program year based on the number
of expected participants and specific cost items to support the possible determination of
cost-prohibitive nature of program operation;

b) The expected reimbursement amount based on either:
e The previous year’s program participation; or
¢ Aninterest survey data taken since start of the current school year.
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¢) Documents supporting the calculation of the food service department’s three months

operating expense balance, including;:

e The current fund balance;

e The current year’s total operating expense;

e Available case on hand;

¢ Financial statements which indicate school nutrition program net cash resources are
below two months net cash reserves; and

e Written explanation of efforts made to attempt partnership with another CE to
operate a summer feeding program in their district or arrange for another entity for
SFSP operations, including;:
o Contacting the local TDA field operations office; and
o Meet with two or more other entities to discuss potential partnerships.

TDA will contact the CEs with 50 percent or greater free and reduced-price eligibility regarding
summer feeding program requirements and waiver options.

Participant Eligibility
Any child 18 years of age and under and those persons over age 18 who meet the federal
definition of mentally or physically disabled may receive meals under the SSO free of charge.

Site Eligibility

Only CEs administering the NSLP or SBP may participate in the SSO. CEs can sponsor a site
that is located outside of its approved attendance zones. Additionally, CEs can expand their
summer food service to sponsors of non-school sites operated by other non-profit organizations,
including government entities, recreational programs and enrichment classes or programs.

The SSO is a site-based program. All summer feeding sites must have at least 50 percent of the
children eligible for free or reduced-price school meals under the NSLP or SBP. The free and
reduced-price eligible percentages will be determined at TDA through the Texas Unified
Nutrition Program System (TX-UNPS). All participating sites must be open to the community.

A non-area eligible campus/site may also qualify as an area eligible campus/site if it is located in
the attendance area of a school with 50 percent free or reduced-price eligibility according to the
current summer program year’s school in TX-UNPS. An attendance zone is an area where
children live and go to school. For additional information about attendance zones, contact TDA.

Campus/feeding site means a school as defined under NSLP regulations and may include one
or more enrolled and/or open summer feeding site within the attendance zone of that school as
determined by the school officials. Meal service sites may be located in a variety of settings,
including, but not limited to schools, recreation centers, playgrounds, parks and churches.
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Busing

If students are being bused to a school outside their attendance area to participate in the SSO,
the school used as the meal service site (the school the students are being bused to) can establish
eligibility in two ways.

The CE may determine eligibility based on the enrollment/attendance data obtained for:

e The school the children attend and are bused to, or

e The school the children would have attended if it were not for the school’s busing policy
(the neighborhood in which the facility is located and where the children live).

Site eligibility may be determined in the above situations only if the CE is able to document the
percentage of children eligible for free and reduced-price meals at each school, both before and
after the students are reassigned to the school outside their neighborhood.

The CE must use the same method of determining SSO site eligibility for all sites in which
busing occurs. CEs must continue to use the attendance/enrollment data from the school in
whose attendance zone the site is located when busing is not used.

Requirements for SSO Site Applications

CEs are required to operate the SSO a minimum of 30 calendar days. At a minimum, the CE

must submit the following information for each site in TX-UNPS to TDA for program approval:

a. Name, address and phone number of site.

b. Beginning and ending dates of site operations by feeding site.

c. Indicate if the site operates on a year-round school calendar.

d. Free and reduced-price data to support site eligibility on the Schedule A (at least 50% free
and reduced-price or located in the attendance zone of an area eligible school).

e. Type of site: open, restricted open, closed enrolled, migrant or camp.

f. Organization that will operate the site for the CE, if applicable.

g. How meals will be advertised to the community (not applicable for closed enrolled sites and
camps).

h. Types of meals, including day(s) of week and time(s) of day that meals are served.

For the following two types of sites, in addition to the requirements of letters a-h above, SFAs
must submit the following:

For closed-enrolled sites:

e Identify all sites located in eligible areas.

¢ Identify data used to qualify each site.

¢ Explanation to why the SFA is sponsoring closed sites.

For camps:
¢ Indicate type of camp (residential or non-residential).
¢ Identify all camps located in eligible areas.
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¢ Explain why the CE is sponsoring the camp.
o Certify that the camp will only claim reimbursement for children that are determined
eligible for free or reduced-price meals.

Types of Sites

The SSO has the following types of sites:
¢ Open sites
e Restricted-Open sites
e Closed-Enrolled sites
e Camp sites
e Migrant sites
e Non-traditional sites (also known as mobile sites)

All of these types of sites may be located in a school or non-school.

School Sites

Sites that are located at schools may determine eligibility through school data, enrollment
eligibility data or census data. All SSO feeding sites must have at least 50 percent of the children
eligible for free or reduced-price meals under the NSLP and SBP or receive approval as an
eligible site based on location in an attendance zone of an eligible school/campus. The free and
reduced-price eligible percentages for public schools will be determined by TDA by the
information submitted by the CE in TX-UNPS.

The entire campus of a school site is considered part of the site, including the surrounding
grounds and classrooms. However, schools may designate specific areas of the campus as
feeding sites. If children are served at different areas of the campus, each location must be
monitored during the meal service.

CEs operating school sites must ensure the school sites remain open to participation by all
children in the neighborhood.

If a CE intends to operate the SSO at a site where an accredited summer school program is in
session, the CE must ensure that the food service is open to all children residing in the area
served by the site. If a summer school site is not open to all the children of the community and
provides meals only to enrolled summer school students, the site is not eligible to participate in
the SSO. In this situation, the meals served only to enrolled summer school students may be
reimbursed through the NSLP and SBP by eligibility category.

If the school is only offering enrichment courses that are not considered part of the academic

curriculum and do not require mandatory attendance, the school may be eligible to participate
in the SSO as an open or closed-enrolled site.

Texas Department of Agriculture —April 2012 Summer Program 12.5



CEs must submit the SSO site information on all sites that are not open school sites to
participate in the SSO.

Provision 2 CEs must use a school site’s base year to determine area eligibility using the Base
year percent of enrolled eligible students, not claiming percentages. All Provision 2 schools
meals served should be counted as free meals.

Open Sites
An open site is one that serves all children in a geographical area where a minimum of 50
percent of the children are eligible for free or reduced-price meals.

An open site can claim a maximum of two meals per day (for example, lunch and breakfast or
lunch and a snack). If two meals are served, one of the meals must be lunch. If the site serves a
single meal, the meal may be breakfast, lunch or a snack. The CE may choose the meals that will
be served. CEs approved for open sites are reimbursed for eligible SSO meals that are served to
all participating children. CEs that operate year-round schools should be claiming meals
through the NSLP/SBP. Year-round schools should contact TDA for further information.

Restricted Open Sites

A restricted open site is one that is initially open to broad community participation but
participation is restricted by the CE for reasons of security, safety or control. A restricted open
site is open to the entire community on a first-come, first-served basis. This must be mentioned
in the media release. Children cannot be selected based on a particular characteristic or from an
identifiable group in the community. Restricted open sites may not charge a fee for children to
attend. An example of a restricted open site is a site that is has space for only a certain number
of children due to the fire code.

A restricted open site can claim a maximum of two meals per day (for example, lunch and
breakfast or lunch and a snack). If two meals are served, one of the meals must be lunch. If the
site serves a single meal, the meal may be breakfast, lunch or a snack. The CE may choose the
meals that will be served. Restricted open sites are reimbursed for eligible SSO meals that are
served to all participating children.

Closed Enrolled Sites

Closed-enrolled sites are sites located in eligible or non-eligible areas that are limited to a group
of enrolled children of which at least 50 percent are eligible for free or reduced-price meals
(academic summer schools closed to the community are ineligible to participate in the SSO). A
closed enrolled site could include any program for children, other than academic summer
school that is closed to the public, provided at least 50 percent of the enrolled children are
eligible for free or reduced-price meals.
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Examples of closed enrolled sites include recreation programs and enrichment classes or
programs. The CE could sponsor and operate these sites or sponsor sites that are operated by
local government or private non-profit organizations. Closed enrolled sites must have site
eligibility re-determined each year.

A closed enrolled site can claim a maximum of two meals per day (for example, lunch and
breakfast or lunch and a snack). If two meals are served, one of the meals must be lunch. If the
site serves a single meal, the meal may be breakfast, lunch or a snack. The CE may choose the
meals that will be served. Closed enrolled sites are reimbursed for eligible SSO meals that are
served to all participating children.

Camp Sites

CEs may sponsor camp sites that serve meals at residential summer camps and non-residential
day camps that offer a continuous schedule of organized cultural or recreational activities for
students.

These CEs must collect household size and income information on the multi-child or multi-use
household income eligibility application used in the NSLP and SBP to determine the eligibility
of children who are claimed as eligible for free or reduced-price meals. The CE must maintain
these applications on file. CEs must serve or make available the same meal to all children
regardless of reimbursement status.

CEs can only claim reimbursement for those meals that are served at the camp to children who
are eligible for free or reduced-price meals under the NSLP and SBP. Allowable meal services
include breakfast, snack, lunch and/or supper.

At camps, a maximum of three meals may be served, such as breakfast, lunch and a snack. Only
migrant sites and camps may be reimbursed for lunch and supper served to the same children
on the same day. For camps, both residential and non-residential, only the meals served to
income eligible students (based on free and reduced-price applications) will be reimbursed.

Migrant Sites

CEs primarily serving children through age 18 of migrant families, as certified eligible by the
CE’s migrant coordinator, may operate migrant sites. Allowable meal service includes
breakfast, snack, lunch and supper. At migrant sites, a maximum of three meals may be served,
such as breakfast, lunch and a supper. Only migrant sites and camps may be reimbursed for
lunch and supper served to the same children on the same day.

Non-Traditional Sites

CEs in rural areas often have difficulty identifying their sites. Additionally, the rural population
may be dispersed or it may not be cost-effective to transport children from the rural areas to
sites located in rural towns. In these situations, sponsors may use non-traditional methods to
meet the nutritional needs of low-income rural children (for example, transporting meals to
children rather than transporting children to meal service sites).
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Example: A CE uses a bus as a meal service site. The bus stops at numerous locations and
provides meals to children at each stop. The children eat on or near the bus. CEs in rural areas
may use bus routes to meet the needs of low-income children, provided that:

e Each location where meals are dispensed meet site eligibility criteria;

e Consumption of meals are on or near the bus/vehicle; and

e Established meal service times and display of non-discrimination poster are followed.

The CE must also have the ability to adjust meal deliveries according to attendance fluctuation.

CEs must ensure the safety of the food that is served to the children, such as following Hazard
Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), maintaining
proper temperatures of food throughout the route and meeting state and local health standards.

CEs may include the allowable cost of transporting food to children in rural areas in the same
manner that they claim the costs of transporting children to food service sites, that is, the costs
must be allowable and reasonable. CEs must advertise that the mobile feeding sites are
available by including the location and meal service times.

If warranted by specific circumstances, CEs may use non-traditional methods to meet the
nutritional needs of children living in urban areas.

Example: CEs may establish mobile feeding sites to serve children who live in urban housing
projects or mobile home parks and do not have access to sites at fixed locations.

Sites for Year-Round Schools with Off-Track Breaks

CEs approved on a year-round/continuous schedule and have off-track breaks that are officially
part of the school schedule can be approved to operate the SSO. Typically, the off-track breaks
are of 2 to 3 weeks, but could be shorter with TDA approval.

Since all off-track students at SSO sites receive meals free of charge, the school must be able to
distinguish between the off-track students and the on-track students who may be paying
reduced-price or full prices for their meals. The school must also distinguish the different tracks
because off-track meals are reimbursed at the free rate and on-track meals are reimbursed at the
free, reduced-price and paid rates.

CEs Operating Extended-Year NSLP Programs and the SSO

CEs may operate an extended-year NSLP program and the SSO during the same time period.
The CE must request TDA approval for the schools that are extending their NSLP operation
year and would follow the same NSLP rules for those designated schools. The CE must apply
for those school sites that meet the requirements for Seamless Summer sites separately
according to the SSO guidelines.
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Since all students at SSO sites receive meals free of charge, the school must be able to
distinguish between them and the extended-year students who may be paying reduced-price or
full price for their meals. The school must also distinguish the SSO site meals that are
reimbursed at the free rate and the schools that have extended-year meals that are reimbursed
at the free, reduced-price or paid rate.

Methods of Qualifications for SSO Sites

Sites may qualify for participation in the SSO by using data other than a school’s percentage of
free or reduced-price enrollment. The CE may use census block group data as approved by
TDA. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) must
approve the use of data from other sources, such as departments of welfare and education and
zoning commissions. Submit to TDA requests for approval from USDA. Generally, current data
must be used.

SSO Meal Service

Meal Pattern Requirements

Nutritional standards for meals served and claimed must meet meal pattern requirements for
lunch, breakfast and/or snacks. Refer to the specific section regarding the NSLP, SBP and/or
Afterschool Care Program (ASCP) for requirements. Supper meals served and claimed for
reimbursement must meet the NSLP pattern requirements.

CEs should use the NSLP options, including: the Traditional Food-Based Menu Planning; the
Enhanced Food-Based Menu Planning; the Nutrient Standard Menu Planning (NSMP) or the
Assisted Nutrient Standard Menu Planning (ANSMP) methods. CEs should follow their
currently approved menu planning system as approved in TX-UNPS.

Supper meals served and claimed for reimbursement must meet the NSLP meal pattern
requirements for approved migrant and camp sites.

Food Production Records

CEs have the option to use TDA food production records for Traditional Food Based Menu
Planning System, Enhanced Food Based Menu Planning System and NSMP. If the CE uses their
own food production record, they must include all elements included on the TDA food
production records. CEs have the option to maintain their food production records in either
paper copy or electronically. However, CE must be able to provide the food production records
to TDA upon request and during the Coordinated Review Effort (CRE).
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Allowable Meal Service Options

A CE may only serve and claim reimbursable meals for the SSO in which they are currently
approved to serve and claim during the regular school year (August through May). For
example, a CE approved for breakfast only for August through May cannot serve or claim
lunch, supper and/or snack meals under the SSO during the summer months.

More than two meal types can be served at any site; however, the CE must ensure that children
eat and are claimed for no more than two meals per child per day in the SSO.

Designated Meal Periods

Breakfast must be served to a child in the morning hours. Lunch must be offered between 10:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Supper meals must begin before 7:00 p.m. and end by 8:00 p.m. Snacks must
be evenly and adequately spaced between other meal service times to minimize food waste and
ensure good nutrition practices. TDA recommends a two-hour interval between all meal
services.

Stagger Meal Service Times

CEs participating in the SSO as an open site may serve meals at staggered times for community
children and school children attending summer school. CEs must serve the same meal service
(i.e., food served, length of serving time, eating area, meal service locations, etc.).

Weekend Meal Service

CEs must request approval from TDA for weekend meal service. A CE that plans to serve
weekend meals in the SSO must include this information in the policy statement, Attachment B,
in TX-UNPS.

A La Carte Sales
A la carte sales are not encouraged during summer meal service. Children should be
encouraged to participate in the meal service being offered before they pay for a la carte items.

Offer versus Serve

A CE, regardless of location of the sites, may choose to use the offer versus serve option if the
CE or a specific school under its direction:

e Used the offer versus serve option during the current NSLP school year; and

e Serves the food cafeteria style on the school campus.

A CE choosing to use offer versus serve must:

e Use offer versus serve for serving breakfasts or lunches only;

e Serve the children at minimum the amounts of food required by the NSLP; and
e Offer all required food items/components.
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Offer versus serve meals must be documented on the food production records. If a CE does not
elect to use offer versus serve, it may use either the NSLP meal plan without offer versus serve
or the SFSP meal plan.

Second Meals

Second meals are not reimbursable in the SSO and may not be claimed for reimbursement.

Months of Operation

Schools operating on a traditional school calendar may not serve SSO meals during winter or

spring breaks. Schools operating on a year-round calendar may serve SSO meals during any

scheduled school break of 2 to 3 weeks, but could be shorter with TDA approval. SSO meals

may be served at non-school sites sponsored by the CE during unanticipated school closures.

The months of operation for SSO meals are as follows for schools operating a traditional or

year-round calendar:

e May through September, when school is not in session.

e October through April for non-school sites that are responding to an unanticipated school
closure.

Months of Operation for Schools on a Continuous or Year-Round Calendar:

e During scheduled breaks of 2 to 3 weeks, but could be shorter with TDA approval.

e Any time during the year for non-school sites that are responding to an unanticipated
school closure.

An unanticipated school closure is defined as a natural disaster, unscheduled major building
repair, court order relating to school safety or other issues, labor management dispute, or other
similar cause as approved by TDA. As mandated by the National School Lunch Act, meals
provided during an unanticipated school closure must be served at a non-school site.

Texas Public School Nutrition Policy

Public schools are required to follow the guidelines of the Texas Public School Nutrition Policy
(TPSNP) for the SSO. The non-compliance penalties remain in effect. Although encouraged,
private schools and residential child care institutions (RCClISs) are not required to follow the
TPSNP for the SSO. All Foods of Minimal Nutritional Value (FMNVs) are unallowable in the
SSO.

Adult Meals for Supervision/Security Officials

The cost of one meal per meal service per campus site for security personnel is an allowable
expense that can be absorbed through use of reimbursement funds. However, adult meals
cannot be claimed as reimbursable. The security official must be a salaried employee from a
local, municipal, county or state government law enforcement agency.
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Allowing this program expenditure assists CEs in providing security for open site campuses
and demonstrates a strong partnership/involvement between education, community and local
law enforcement personnel. School Nutrition Program (SNP) staff meals may not be claimed as
reimbursable; however these meals remain an allowable expense to the program.

Program Access

CEs operating academic summer schools and the SSO should ensure they make a concerted
effort to attract children from the community who are not attending summer schools to
participate in the summer program. TDA will determine both in the approval process of sites
and in the review of sites that schools approved to operate as seamless summer option sites
make a reasonable effort to advertise the availability of free meals to children in the community
who will not be attending summer school.

CEs applying to participate in the SSO must describe how each site will advertise the
availability of meal services to children in the community. The CE should provide enough detail
in its application so the method of advertising meal services to the public can be documented
and confirmed later during a review by TDA or FNS. For example, if the CE stated that SSO site
meals would be advertised in a publication, a copy of the advertisement should be available.
Also, documentation of public service announcements by radio or television stations, and
copies of flyers provided to students or mailed to students” parents.

During a scheduled CRE, TDA will observe community participation at the site and attempt to
confirm whether the school advertised meals as described in their application.

SSO Outreach/Awareness

Beginning in summer 2011, regardless of whether the CE participates in the SSO, SFSP or does
not participate in a summer feeding program at all, the CE must notify households before the
end of the school year of the availability and location of summer meals in their geographical
area. The information distributed to the households can include the location of all nearby
summer feeding program meal sites, times of service and SFSP organization’s contact
information (if available). The information must include the summer feeding program website,
www.summerfood.org and the Texas 2-1-1 phone number. The cost of developing the outreach
materials should be covered by summer feeding program funds rather than NSLP funds. TDA
will also be developing outreach materials for CEs to download and distribute. These materials
will be available on www.squaremeals.org and www.summerfood.org prior to the end of the
school year. TDA recommends that these outreach materials be included in each student’s
report card that is distributed on the last day of school and posted on the CE’s website.

By March of each year, all CEs participating in TDA’s SSO will be notified of the SSO specifics.
CEs will be notified by TDA of the deadline to submit necessary information electronically
through TX-UNPS.
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SSO Monitoring

SFA Level Site Monitoring

The CE must review the meal counting, claiming and meal pattern compliance for each summer
site within the first three weeks from the beginning of the SSO operation. TDA has provided a
prototype monitoring form to be completed by the CE for each site. Refer to the end of this
section for the On-Site Monitoring Form. Schools must keep food production records for the
meals produced.

Edit checks are not required for the SSO sites. However, CEs must ensure that meal counts are
correctly claimed based on their records of meals served.

When operating the NSLP, such as extended year schools or year-round schools that will be in
session during the summer, the CE must conduct edit checks.

State Level Monitoring
TDA will review at least one SSO site in operation at all CEs scheduled for a CRE review during
the previous School Year (SY) or scheduled in the upcoming SY.

For example, the review of a SSO site could be conducted as follows:

CRE scheduled in SY 10-11:
e 5SSO0 review in Summer 10 or Summer 11.

CRE scheduled in SY 11-12:
e SSO review in Summer 11 or Summer 2012.

TDA may review SSO sites even if a CRE is not scheduled for that CE, especially if concerns
arise about management of the SSO operations.

SSO Program Records

Required Program Documentation

Documentation to support meal reimbursement claims include, but are not limited the
following: food production records, documentation necessary to support the point-of-service
count and a completed On-site Monitoring form(s).

Record Retention

All documentation or records supporting the CE’s reimbursement claim must be kept on file for
a minimum of five years (public schools) or three years (private schools) after the end of the
fiscal year to which they pertain. If audit findings have not been resolved, the applications must
be maintained as long as required for the resolution of the issues raised by the audit.
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Restrictions on Participation in the SSO

In CEs where NSLP/SBP Performance Standard 1/Performance Standard 2 deficiencies have
been noted due to CRE findings, other audit findings or CEs placed on financial hold status will
not be allowed to participate in the SSO. Non-school sponsored sites determined to be seriously
deficient in the administration of the SFSP or the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACEFP)
will not be approved to operate.

TDA will begin notifying the CE in the spring of each year if the CE will not be allowed to
participate in the SSO for that year. CEs restricted from participation in the SSO have the option
to apply for the SFSP. CEs that are determined for mandatory participation due to having 50
percent or higher eligibility may participate in the SFSP, unless the CE submits and is approved
for a waiver from participation.

Reimbursement Rates

Meals served under the SSO are reimbursed at the “free” rates prescribed by the USDA for the
NSLP (including snacks) and SBP. Supper meals, claimed by migrant sites and residential
camps, are reimbursed at the NSLP free lunch rate.

Meals served at camps that are approved, as SSO sites are reimbursable only for children who
are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals. Camps participating in the SSO may not
claim any meals at the NSLP paid rate for children who are ineligible for free or reduced-price
meals.

Qualified schools continue to receive the severe need breakfast rates under the SSO operations.

Eligible schools participating as SSO sites will continue to earn the commodity entitlement
under NSLP for lunches and sites approved to serve and claim suppers.

Schools participating in the SSO that are qualified will receive the extra $0.02 differential for
lunch and supper meals. In addition, lunches claimed under the SSO may count toward the
determination of the CE'’s eligibility for the extra $0.02 differential and the site’s eligibility for
the severe need breakfast rate.

The CE will receive the same reimbursement rates for non-school sites as for the school sites.
When different schools within the CE’s jurisdiction qualify for different rates, such as the severe
need breakfast rate, then the non-school site will earn the same reimbursement rates as the
nearest school. If the CE is sponsoring a school that is outside its jurisdiction, the CE will receive
the same NSLP reimbursement rates that the school site earns during the regular school year.
CEs should follow the format of reporting SSO meals in TX-UNPS.

Since the rates change on July 1 each year, the June and July claims for reimbursement cannot
be combined. June meals served under the SSO would be included in the same claim as regular
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NSLP meals for June. If the CE did not operate the regular NSLP in June but operated the SSO
for 10 days or less in June, the CE could combine the June SSO meals on the May claim.
Conversely, if the CE operates the SSO for 10 days or less during July, it could combine the July
and August claims for reimbursement.

Food Service Management Company’s Role in SSO

A food service management company (FSMC) under contract with a CE for NSLP meal service
can handle the same administrative tasks for meals served under the SSO. The contract must
cover summer meal service under the NSLP. FSMC personnel would follow the NSLP
regulations, 7 CFR 210.16, which describe permissible administrative tasks that the company
can perform on behalf of the CE.

Application to Participate
CEs can apply to participate in SSO through TX-UNPS beginning May 1st each year. CEs must
operate the SSO for a minimum of 30 calendar days.

CE Information Required to Participate

Interested CEs must provide the following information to TDA:

e CEname, address and contracting entity (CE) ID.

e SNP Director’s name, phone number and e-mail address.

e Campus names, CE ID and percentages of eligible free and reduced-price children, along
with the meal service(s) to be offered (for example, Breakfast/Lunch only).

e If qualifying a non-area eligible site that does not have at least 50 percent eligible children to
participate as an area eligible site, the school name and campus number justifying the area

o eligible attendance area is required.

Comparison of Programs — SFSP, NSLP and the Seamless Summer

Option
Refer to the following pages for a comparison chart of the SESP, the NSLP and the SSO.

Texas Department of Agriculture —April 2012 Summer Program 12.15



fJo 1 a5ed

dSdS se awesg

600¢/11/9
(uaJp|iyo |je 0} abieyo jo saly sjeaw apiaoid
‘op Ajlensn pue ‘Aew siosuods dwes ‘sjeaw
ao11d paonpal 10 93y 1o} Ajlenb oym ualipiyd
10} pasinquial Ajuo ale sdwes ybnoyyy)
awoodul Jiay} uo paseq s uaapjiyo 1oy uaipiyo

(pred/aoud paonpalsaaly) 1802 |3

29l ale s|eawl ||y

10} 1509 [eaN

dS4S se auleg

(8.100%) suonnsy|
ale) Py [enuspisay
s|jooyoag

Jayieb uaipjiyo aiaym says ongnd JayiQ
s|00d

spunolibfe|d

syled

slajuao uelbipy
sauelqn

s193(oid BuisnoH
slauan Ajunwwon
sayaInyD

sdwen

s|00Yyog

Suo1}e207]
921MIag [ealy

"Jooyos Jawiwins Buipnjoul

Jepuajed Jeak snonunuoo e uo
$|00Y0s 0} suoneaeA Juapnys Buung

(selouafiaws "a°1) S2INS0|0 |[00YDS
pajedionueun Buunp Udy-1990100

‘1oulsip [ooyas ayl Ag paysiigelsa Seale IBpua|eo |ooyos uonesado
dS4S se awes SE UOISS3s Ul S| |o0Y2S UBUAA |euonipesy 104 Jaquuisydag — Aejy e 10 sawi]
uondQ Jawwng ssajwessg ddgS/dISN ds4ds oido)

‘dSHS se awes se pawbiybiy a1e ‘qISN UBYl Jayiel ‘dS4S SE awes ale uoidQ JaWWNG SSa|Weag 2y} Ul suoisianoid Sy} 2Isym sealy

"9|NPaYDs [00YDS punol-1eak e Jo syealq papualxa aul Bulnp 1o Syuow Jawwns ay) Bulinp seale sWooul-mo| Ul UaIp|iyd

paa} 01 39 10} Jaisea )i Buiyew ‘usping aAnelisiuILIpe pue ylomiaded sonpal (0SS) uondQ Jawwng ssajweas pue (dS4S) welbold 821Aeg poo Jawwng
BU} ylog UOISSSS Ul JOU SI [00YDS USYM SaLUI} JBYI0 pue Jawwns ay} ul sjeaw apiaoid 0} (s37) samus Bujoesjuoo atow abeinoosus

pue wuojul 0} sl yeys uosuedwoo siy) jo asodind sy ‘sweiboid UoIINU JIBLULUNS SNOLIBA 8Y} USaMIaq UOSLIBAWOD B S SIYy]

uondQ ssajweas/dISN/dS4S
swelboid jo uosuedwon

Texas Department of Agriculture — April 2012

Summer Program 12.16



I

ed

*)

c

rJjog

600¢/11/9

dISN se swes

"8JNJBIS /M DOUBPIOIJE Ul ‘B|GE|IBAR
SE 'S21)IPOLLULLIOD SNUOQ aAia0al os|e Aepy

(1eak |ooyos
ZL-1102) |eaw Jad sjueo GZ'zZ

"S}NJEJS /M SOUEBPIOIOE U ‘B|E|lBAR
Se ‘sa)}IpoWWod SNUOQ 2A12021 0s|e AB|y

sayis daud-j|as
pue siosuods 1o} [eaw Jad sjuas0 G'|

salIpoWwWoD

BOBUS |004OSIaYY sdweo pue says Juelbiw 1o} sjeall ¢ SEE
youn- 10 JaquinN
dS4S se awes 1sepealg S9)IS }SOW 10} s|eall Z winwixep

dS4S se auies

SHOBUG |00YOSIaly
youni e
Iseplealg e

‘says uelbiw
pue dweo Joy jdaoxa ‘eyis awes ay) Aq Aep awes
8y} 10} pesinquiel g jouues Jaddns % younT

Jaddng e
(INd 1o AY) Yoeug e
young e

jseplealg e

s|eal jo adAL

a1enud
‘J4oid-uou ‘pasuaol| pue oljgnd
‘$,100d

‘wa)sAs uoneonpa
$,2)B1S JO Med ale jey) Japun pue

‘ualp|iyo pajjoiua o} welboud
paziueblo ue jo ped se 99|AI8s Poo}
pajnpayos Alenbal e ayo SdwWen

‘siayJom wiuey juelbiw jo ualpjyo
aAIas sa)Is au} ey} uoneziuebio
WeiBiw e Aq uonesia) SaNs JUBIBIH

‘eale g|qibie

ue ul 9jelado Jo ‘uoneoldde panoidde
Ag paulwisiap ‘sjeaw a2o1d paonpal
10 98J) 1o} 91q1B1|2 a1e ualp|Iyo pajjolus
10 aJow Jo Wwaalad Qg SIS pajoiug

“Aunwiwos
0} uado pue ‘e}ep SNSU3D 10 |[00YIS
uo paseq ‘s|eaw |0oyds ao1d paonpal

apelb jooyos ybiy jo sjooyos jyoid 1o a8y 10} Aenb esse ue u) usipyo fAmaibyg sus
dS4S se auwies -uou ajeaud pue 21|gnd TS[ooyog ay} Jo alow Jo jusolad gg So1s uadQ Buiysijqeysg
uondQ Jewwng ssajweag dgasS/dISN ds4s oido]

sweuabold Jo uosiiedwon

Summer Program 12.17

Texas Department of Agriculture —April 2012



30 ¢ o8ed 600T/11/9
‘papasu se Bunoyuow
|[euoiippe Aq pamoj|o} ‘uonjelado
10 S)Y2aM  1s41) Bulinp mainal a)g
‘(s1osuods
|00Yos paduslladxa 10) paAlem)
uoljelado Jo ¥aam Isil ay] SUSIA 9)IS
‘uoijesado s,a)s yoea Bulnp
20U0 )seg| 1k aouel|dwoo eah yoea | ‘ge4 ‘wesboud siosuodg/y4s
uiened |eaw pue Bulwiep | Ag |ooyos Yyoes Joj waisAs Builieo Jawwns sy} sejelado ayis wa|qoid Jo paiinbay
‘Bununog |eaw Jo MaInay | pue Bununoo youn| Jo malnal a)ISUQ 10 Mau e alojaq syisIA jeuonelado-ald Buuojluop
papiaold juswasinquial
aAljelsiuIWpe ajeledas oON
s|eaw s|ooyos pasu
pied Joj juswasinquiial | I8Aas Ul siseealq 2o1id paonpal ‘uaJpiyo ajqibije 0} panias
ON ‘218l 49S/dISN 1o 23} 10} syuawhed jeuonippy s|eaw Jo} Ajuo pasinquwial ale sdwe)
2214 Je pasinquuial
s|eaw aoud paosnpal 2oud ‘1500 weiboid sjgemol|e Aue 1oy Aed
pue aa)) ‘(eale a|qIbl@-uou | paonpal Jo a8} a1am Jeah Buipadsaid 0] sjuswasinquial asn Aew slosuodg
Ul pajjoiud paso|o 1o sdwed) puU02as Ul sayoun| Jo alow
palinbai suonesidde 4| | 1o jusolad 09 i youn| Jad z0'$ Blx3 '8]S00 pajabpng
1o |enjoe Ji1ay} 0} piebal jnoyym
Qlel aal) ‘leaw jo (sojed sawl} s|eaw) sjuawasinquiial
d9S/d1SN 16 pasinguuial adAy yoes Joy ajel pred 1o ‘paonpal | aAnRensiuiwpe pue Bunelado Jo unowe poylalN

s|eaw ||e ‘a|qibije eale }|

‘9914 ay) sawi} adAy Aq s|esw |ejo |

winwixew ay} anlaoal siosuods 4S4S

JuswasINquISy

1ayBiy aie emeH g exsely
103 sejey “Ajuo sejelg snonbijuoo ayy 104,

Cl-1 102 iESA |00Y2G

JayBiy aie IEMEH B BMSE|Y
10} sa)ey “Ajuo salels snonbijuoo sy 104,

1 LOZ Jea A Jepusjen

9L | 1l2 S 8.4 GLGL0 [ 0S840 Hoeug

sajel 8¢ le£¢ l2') dry . . Jeddng

oo Jasid N Osvo T | oogs | | epeein

|eawl

U_mn_ :O:ao SS9|WESS Japun MoBUS | youn | isepesig jo adA| says jo leqns Jo |leaw
papincid sjeaw a|qibia ||y paaU 81aA8s 3 %09 UBY) 55971 sedfyseyio | deidyes | joadhy sajey
JuswasInquiay

uoidp Jawwng ssajweag dgs/dISN ds4ds oido]

sweuboid Jo uosuedwon

Texas Department of Agriculture — April 2012

Summer Program 12.18



40 ¢ a5ed 600T/11/9
paseq-yie; g Aunwwon
saba||0] 1o sanisianiun
woud-uou ayeALd
salouabe juawulanob |eoo siosuodg
d1SN se sweg (svds) s30 (svd4s) s30 a1q16113
‘Ajlunwwos pooylogybiau
0} s|eaw jo Ajjigejiene
asIlBaApE ||IM (s8)Is
pa|j0iua pasoo Bulpnjoxa) ‘1eah jooyos
ays yosea moy uoneoidde yoes Jo Buiuuibag ay} je jooyos
ul 93e3s Ishw 39 By} Je SoUBpUBYE Ul USIP|IYD ||E 10}
sualed 0y uoneoldde ue yym aonou
‘pasinbal jou s11ng suop 10 12)19| pue welboid Guipiebal ‘Angibie pue weiboud Buipiebal uonesON
ag Aew a010u BIPAW 21|gnd 2010U eIpaw 21gnd pusas jJsnw 30 | 800U elpaw ongnd puas ysnw Josuodg a11gqnd

dS4S se ales

1004
ue ul ps|jolua |z Japun suosiad

pue ‘pajgesip AjjeaisAyd Jo Ajjejusw
ay} 1o} welboud jooyos e ul pajjolua

suosltad Buipnjour ‘' ay) Ag
paulL@lap Jepun pue apelb jooyos
ybiy jo jooyos B Ul pajjolus sjuapnis

[ajels

ay3 Aq pauysp se ‘Ajjigesip [ejuswl

1o |eaisAyd e yum 1apjo 1o g suosiad
pue JaBunoA 10 sieak g| suosiad

sjuedioued
21916113

d9S/d1SN Se suleg

8022 H40 L

ul sayoeoidde 449 10 01012 H4D
/ uI sayoeoidde Buiuueld nusw
d1SN Joj Juswalinbal j@sw 1snpy

‘suianed

[eaw 49S/dTSN 8injsans Aewl
§30 ‘JonamoH ‘sprepuels (p)9L'Gze
¥4D /198w 1snw wisped |eapy

uiaped |eap

‘pasinbal
10U ale sMmalAal [INS

"splepue)s
uonnu sy} Bunssw s| 30 sy
[[2M MOy aulLla)ap o] sieak g Alane

‘uondo ay} ul Bunedioiied Mmalnal (|INS) aAeIul [BSI [00YDS ‘Aousby
3D B JOM3IABI JYD B a)e1s ay) Aq paynuspl swajgo.d a)e)g
Ul 3)IS SS3|WEeas auo apn|oul ‘sieah g Alana Joud pue azis weliboid uo paseq Jo pasinbay
1SNy "sieak g Aand 34D (340) voug malnay pajeulploo] | Ajuanbal) alow ‘sieah ¢ A1ona malnoy Buuojiuop
uoidp Jawwng ssajweag dgS/dTSN ds4ds oido]

sweuboid Jo uosuedwon

Summer Program 12.19

Texas Department of Agriculture —April 2012



Seamless Summer Option Questions and Answers (FY 2009 Edition)

General
1. Question: What is the Seamless Summer Option (550)?

Answer: The SSO is designed to encourage more CEs to provide meals during summer and
other school vacation periods. This option combines features of the NSLP, SBP, and SFSP.
The SSO reduces paperwork and administrative burden making it easier for CEs to feed
children in low-income areas during the traditional summer vacation periods and, for year-
round schools, school vacation periods longer than 10 school days.

2. Question: What organizations may participate in the SSO?

Answer: Only CEs administering the NSLP or SBP may participate in the SSO. However,
with TDA approval, CEs may sponsor non-school sites.

3. Question: Is TDA required to allow CEs to operate under the SSO?
Answer: Yes.

4. Question: What sites are eligible to participate as facilities sponsored by a CE in the SSO?

Answer: The following types of sites may participate and may be located in schools or at
non-school facilities (buildings or outdoor locations).

Area Eligible **

Open
e Serves all children through age 18 at a site that is located within the geographical

boundaries of a school attendance area that has at least 50 percent of its children
approved for free or reduced-price school meals or based on other data as discussed in
#12 of these Questions and Answers.

e Meals reimbursed at free school meal rates for all attending children.

Restricted open

¢ On a first-come, first-serve basis, serves children through age 18 at a site that is located
within the geographical boundaries of a school attendance area that has at least 50
percent of its children approved for free or reduced price school meals or based on other
data as discussed in #12 of these Questions and Answers.

e Attendance is limited for reasons of security, safety; or control.

e Meals reimbursed at free school meal rates for all attending children.
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** Area eligibility is based on the percentage of enrolled children approved for free or
reduced price meals as of the last day of operation of the most recent school year or the
last day of the previous October or other data as discussed in #12 of these Questions and
Answers.

Enrolled

Closed enrolled
e Serves only children through age 18 in a specific program or activity serving only an
identified group of children.
e Meals reimbursed for all children in attendance at the free school meals rates when the
site has:
o Atleast 50 percent of the children enrolled at the site approved for free or reduced-
price school meals; or
o Documentation indicating that the site is located within the geographical
boundaries of a school attendance area with at least 50% of its children approved
for free or reduced-price school meals or other data as discussed in Question #12 of
these Questions and Answers.

A closed enrolled site not meeting one of the above criteria is not eligible to participate
unless qualified to participate as a day camp.

e A closed enrolled site with less than 50 percent of their enrolled children approved for
free or reduced price school meals is not eligible to participate unless qualified to
participate as a day camp.

e Enrolled children’s eligibility status may be determined by:

o Information obtained from their schools;

o Applications submitted and approved by the sponsoring school or local educational
agency (LEA);

o Direct certification conducted by the sponsoring or school or LEA.

Camps

e May be residential or non-residential (day camp).

e Must offer regularly scheduled food service as part of an organized program for
enrolled children.

¢ Eligibility must be established for each enrolled child.

e Cannot establish eligibility based on the camp’s location in a geographical area of a
school attendance area with 50 percent of its eligible for free or reduced price meals or
using other data as discussed in #12 of these Questions and Answers; or based on 50
percent or more of camp’s enrolled children being approved for free or reduced-price
meals.

¢ Only meals served to children through age 18 who are eligible for free or reduced-price
school meals (based on individual eligibility) may be reimbursed.
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e Enrolled children’s eligibility status may be determined by:
o Information obtained from their schools;
o Applications submitted and approved by the sponsoring school or LEA;
o Direct certification conducted by the sponsoring school or LEA.
e Meals reimbursed at the free school meals rates for eligible children in attendance.
e Meals served to ineligible children are not reimbursed; camps may charge ineligible
children for meals.

Migrant
e Primarily serving children through age 18 of migrant families, as certified by a migrant
coordinator.

e Meals reimbursed for all children in attendance at the free school meals rates.

State Agency Approval of SSO Participation
5. Question: What are the criteria for CE participation in the SSO?

Answer: The CE must be able to demonstrate administrative capability and financial
viability to properly operate during school vacation periods. TDA will not approve
applications from CEs that have had a Performance Standard 1 or Performance Standard 2
violation in their most recent Coordinated Review Effort (CRE). Further, schools and sites
that have been determined to be seriously deficient in the administration of the SFSP or
Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) cannot be approved for participation in the
SSO. Previous participation in the SESP is not a requirement for participating in the SSO.

6. Question: What are the requirements for SSO site (including schools) applications?

Answer: At a minimum, CEs must submit the following information for each site

to TDA for application approval:

e Name, address, and phone number of each site;

¢ Anindication of whether the site would operate for schools that have a year-round
school calendar and provide meals during the duration of vacation periods;

o Type of site (See #4 in these Questions and Answers);

¢ Name of the organization(s) that will operate the site for the CE (if applicable);

e Types of meals, including day(s) of week and time(s) of day, served;

e Additional information listed below for the particular type of site.

For open sites and restricted open sites:

¢ Documentation indicating that the site is located within the geographical boundaries of
a school attendance area with at least 50 percent of its children approved for free or
reduced-price school meals or other data as discussed in #12 of these Questions and
Answers; or, if the site is a school, that at least 50 percent of children enrolled in the
school are approved for free or reduced-price meals;

e For restricted open sites, an explanation of why the CE is restricting attendance on the
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basis of security, safety or control.

For closed enrolled sites:

¢ Documentation indicating that the site is located within the geographical boundaries of
a school attendance area with at least 50 percent of its children approved for free or
reduced-price school meals or other data as discussed in #12 of these Questions and
Answers; or that at least 50 percent of the children enrolled at the site are approved for
free or reduced price school meals;

e If individual children’s eligibility is the basis for eligibility, the source of the
documentation (from their regular schools, applications submitted to site and approved
by the sponsoring school or LEA or a combination of both sources);

e An explanation of why the CE is sponsoring a closed enrolled site.

For camps:

¢ Indicate type of camp:
o residential or
o non-residential (day camp);

e For non-residential camps, a brief description of the organized program for participating
children;

¢ An explanation of why the CE is sponsoring camps instead of establishing other, more
conventional SSO sites;

e The source of the documentation for individual children’s eligibility (from their regular
schools, applications submitted to site and approved by the sponsoring school or LEA or
a combination of both sources);

o Certification that the camp will only claim reimbursement for children who are eligible
for free or reduced-price meals.

7. Question: A school year is defined as July 1 through June 30 and the new income eligibility
guidelines (IEGs) become effective on July 1. Since SSO sites may be operational across
two school years, can eligibility information from the prior school year continue to be used
and which IEGS should be used?

Answer: The information from the school year that ended on June 30" may be used to
determine area eligibility. Further, a child’s individual eligibility (either based on an
application or direct certification) from the school year that ended on June 30% may also be
used. If an application is submitted to determine an individual child’s eligibility, the CE
would use the IEGs in effect at the time an application was processed.

8. Question: Is TDA required to provide training to CEs approved to operate the SSO?

Answer: There is no mandatory training, but the CEs should contact their Education Service
Center (ESC) for technical assistance.
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Site Eligibility
9. Question: Can a CE sponsor a site that is located outside of its district?

Answer: Yes, with TDA approval.
10. Question: Can a CE sponsor non-school sites operated by other non-profit organizations?
Answer: Yes, with TDA approval.

11. Question: Can a CE sponsor sites (school or non-school) which are operated by profit-
making entities?

Answer: No, profit-making entities cannot be sites under the SSO.

12. Question: Can sites qualify for participation in the SSO by using data other than a
school’s percentage of free or reduced price enrollment?

Answer: Yes. The CE may use census block group data as approved by TDA. TDA must
also approve the use of data from other sources, such as departments of welfare or
education and zoning commissions, prior to use. Generally, current data must be used.

13. Question: Once approved to operate the SSO, must site eligibility be re-determined each
year?

Answer: Yes, for any sites, such as closed enrolled sites and camps that participate on the
basis of individual children’s eligibility. No, for any sites that participate on the basis of area
eligibility. If the SSO site is located within the geographic boundaries of a school attendance
area and that school has 50 percent or more free and reduced-price participation, then the
site is eligible to participate in the SSO for 5 years. SSO sites qualified on the basis of census
block group data (see #12 of these Questions and Answers) are certified under that data until
new data is available.

14. Question: If the site is either a school using Provision 2 or 3 or is within the attendance area
of a school using Provision 2 or 3, what eligibility data is used?

Answer: Data from the school’s base year may be used to determine area eligibility. As
discussed in #12 of these Questions and Answers, the CE may also use census block group
data as approved by TDA. TDA must also approve the use of data from other sources, such
as departments of welfare or education and zoning commission’s prior to use.

15. Question: Can a CE limit its sponsorship just to school sites?

Answer: Yes. A CE should match its sponsorship of sites with its financial and
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administrative capabilities. Where feasible, a CE could expand its SSO participation to serve
children in the community by sponsoring non-school sites that are operated by non-profit
organizations.

16. Question: Under what circumstances can a school operate an academic summer school and
also serve as SSO?

Answer: Any meals served to children in the academic summer school during the time they
are considered attending school must be claimed and reimbursed under the NSLP and SBP.
If the school site provides meals only to enrolled summer school students, it is not eligible to
participate in the SSO. If, however, it opens their feeding programs to the community, all
meals can be served free under the SSO for sites in eligible areas.

17. Question: Can a school or site participating under the SSO as an open site serve meals at
staggered times for community children and school children attending summer school?

Answer: Yes, but it must be the same meal service (i.e., food served, length of serving time,
eating area, etc.).

18. Question: Can a year-round school with off-track breaks participate in the SSO?

Answer: Yes, as long as the school is on a year-round/continuous schedule and the off-track
breaks are officially part of the school schedule. Typically, the off-track breaks are at least 10
school days; however, shorter periods may be approved by TDA.

Periods of Operation
19. Question: What are the months of operation for schools operating under a traditional school

calendar?

Answer: The months of SSO operation for these schools are:

e May through September when school is not in session

¢ October through April for non-school sites only that are responding to an unanticipated
school closure (see #22 of these Questions and Answers).

20. Question: When may the SSO be operated in year-round schools?
Answer: The SFA may operate the SSO during any scheduled breaks of 10 or more school
days, unless shorter periods are approved by TDA. In addition, the SSO may operate any
time during the year for non-school sites only that are responding to an unanticipated school

closure (see #22 of these Questions and Answers).

21. Question: Can schools operating on a traditional school calendar operate the SSO during
winter or spring breaks or at other times when school is closed?
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22.

Answer: No, unless there is an unanticipated school closure (see #22 of these Questions and
Answers). Schools following a traditional school calendar cannot offer meals under the SSO
during winter or spring breaks.

Question: What is an unanticipated school closure?

Answer: An unanticipated school closure is defined as due to a natural disaster,
unscheduled major building repair, and court order relating to school safety or other issues,
labor-management dispute, or other similar cause as approved by TDA. As mandated by the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, meals provided during an unanticipated
school closure must be served at non-school sites.

Meal Service

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Question: What is the age requirement for children participating in the SSO?

Answer: All persons in the community who are 18 years of age and under and those persons
over age 18 who meet TDA’s definition’s of mentally or physically disabled may receive
meals under the SSO.

Question: If a closed enrolled site employs staff that are 18 or younger, can the meals served
to those staff members be claimed under the SSO?

Answer: No, the meals cannot be claimed because it is a closed enrolled site. In closed
enrolled sites, only those meals served to the enrolled children may be claimed. Even
though the teen-age staff members meet the age requirement, they are not enrolled at that
site. As employees, they cannot be considered enrolled.

Question: Can an SSO site charge for meals served to participating children?

Answer: No. Meals at all approved SSO sites, except for camps, must be served free of
charge to all children. CEs that sponsor camps may charge for the meals served to children
who are not eligible to receive free or reduced-price meals.

Question: What are the types of meals that may be served under the SSO?

Answer: With the limitations described in #27 of these Questions and Answers, a site may
serve breakfast, morning snack, lunch, afternoon snack and supper under the SSO. Menu
planning must follow one of the regulatory menu planning approaches in the NSLP and the
SBP.

Question: How many meals are reimbursable under the SSO per day?
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28.

29.

30.

31.

Answer: The number and type of meals that may be reimbursed depends on the category of
site. At open, restricted open, closed enrolled sites: a maximum of two meals, such as lunch
and breakfast, or lunch and one snack, or breakfast and one snack, may be claimed per day
(except for SBP meals, see #35 of these Questions and Answers).

At camps (residential and non-residential): only the meals served to children eligible for free
or reduced meals (based on approved applications or direct certification) may be
reimbursed; a maximum of three meals, such as breakfast, lunch and one snack, may be
claimed per day (except for SBP meals, see #35 of these Questions and Answers). Lunch and
supper may be claimed when served to the same children on the same day.

At migrant sites: a maximum of three meals, such as breakfast, lunch and one snack, may be
claimed per day (except for SBP meals, see #35 of these Questions and Answers).

Only camps and migrant sites may claim both lunch and supper served to the same children
on the same day.

Question: What meal pattern/menu planning system is to be used for a supper meal under
the 5507

Answer: CEs use the NSLP options described in Section 9 of this manual.
Question: Are there designated meal periods for SSO sites?

Answer: Yes. Meal times for breakfast and lunch must follow the designated times in the
NSLP and SBP regulations. Breakfast must be served to a child in the morning hours. Lunch
must be offered between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm. Supper meals must begin before 7:00 p.m.
and end by 8:00 p.m. Snacks must be evenly and adequately spaced between other meal
service times to minimize food waste and ensure good nutrition practices.

Question: Will a la carte sales be allowed at the same time that the seamless option meals
are being served?

Answer: Yes, as long as a la carte items sold do not violate the requirements of the TPSNP.
However, a la carte sales are not encouraged during summer meal service. Children
should be encouraged to participate in the meal service being offered before they pay for a
la carte items.

Question: Can meals be served on weekends under the SSO?

Answer: Yes, with TDA approval. A CE that plans to serve weekend meals in the SSO must
include this information in its application.

Texas Department of Agriculture —April 2012 Summer Program 12.27



32. Question: Must a school differentiate between meal counts for on-track (NSLP/SBP) and off-
track (SSO) children in year-round sites?
Answer: Yes. Since off-track students at SSO sites may receive meals free of charge
regardless of their eligibility status, the school or site must be able to distinguish between
them and the on-track students who may be paying reduced or full prices for their meals.
The school must also distinguish the different tracks because off-track meals are reimbursed
at the free rate and the on-track meals are reimbursed at the free, reduced-price or paid
rates.

33. Question: Are SSO sites required to get permission from TDA prior to a field trip?

Answer: There is no requirement that CEs must obtain permission prior to serving meals on
a field trip.

34. Question: Is offer versus serve allowed at SSO sites?
Answer: Yes. The CE may allow offer versus serve, but is not required, at SSO sites.

35. Question: Are second meals reimbursable at SSO sites?

Answer: Second breakfasts, lunches and snacks may be offered but cannot be claimed
under the SSO.

36. Question: Can an SSO site serve meals family style?

Answer: The only sites that may offer meals family style are camps; other types of sites may
not offer meals family style.

Local Level Monitoring
37. Question: When must SSO sites be reviewed by the CE?

Answer: Each year CEs are required to review all of their SSO sites at least once during its
operation. The CE must review the site’s compliance with meal counting, claiming, menu
planning, and food safety requirements.

38. Question: To assure that the menu planning requirements are met, should the school/site
have records of food purchases?

Answer: Yes. Schools must keep production records and menus for the meals they produce.
The production records must allow TDA to evaluate how the meals contribute to the

required food components or menu items.

39. Question: Do CEs have to conduct edit checks for sites operating under the SSO?
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Answer: No. Edit checks are not required for SSO sites during the period of time that the CE
is operating the sites under the SSO policies. However, CEs must ensure that meal counts
match participation and claims reflect the number of meals served. However, if a school is
operating the NSLP/SBP for academic summer schools, edit checks are required as outlined
in the Counting and Claiming Section of this manual.

State Level Monitoring

40.

4].

42.

Question: Is TDA required to review SSO sites during the School Year (SY)?

Answer: Yes. TDA must review at least one SSO site in operation at all CEs scheduled for a
CRE review. The review may be conducted in the summer prior to or following the
scheduled CRE. For example:

CRE Schedule Seamless Summer Site Review
SY 2010/2011 Summer of 2010 or 2011
SY 2011/2012 Summer of 2011 or 2012

This will involve a second visit to the CE to evaluate the seamless summer site in operation.

TDA is not required to conduct annual reviews of CEs that operate under the SSO or to
conduct any special reviews for these CEs beyond the normal CRE review schedule.
However, TDA may review SSO sites even if a CRE is not scheduled for that CE, especially if
there are concerns about management of the SSO.

Question: Can a CRE be scheduled during the summer to avoid making the second visit to
the SSO site?

Answer: Only if the school is operating the NSLP on a year-round basis and both NSLP
schools and SSO schools will be operating at the time of the review.

Question: Do findings from seamless summer sites, reviewed on a CRE, contribute to CRE
thresholds?

Answer: No. Findings from a review of a SSO site will not be incorporated into the CRE
report or the annual FNS-640 report; a separate report on these findings should be issued to
the CE as an addendum to the CRE report.

While fiscal action for the SSO is computed separately from CRE findings, the amount of
fiscal action for the NSLP and the SSO must be combined to determine if the $600 disregard
can be applied to any over-claim.
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Program Access

43.

Question: How can CEs operating an academic summer school attract children from the
community who are not attending summer school?

Answer: Both in the approval process and in the review of sites, TDA will ensure that
schools approved as SSO sites make a reasonable effort to advertise the availability of free
meals to children in the community who will not be attending summer school.

CEs applying to participate in the SSO must describe how each site will advertise the
availability of meal services to children in the community. The CE should provide enough
detail in its application so the method of advertising meal services to the public can be
documented and confirmed later during a review. For example, if the CE stated that SSO
site’s meals would be advertised in a publication, a copy of the advertisement should be
available. Also documentation of public service announcements by radio or television
stations, and copies of flyers provided to students or mailed to students’ parents.

Reimbursement Rates

44.

45.

46.

47.

Question: Which reimbursement rates are used in the SSO?

Answer: Meals served under the SSO are reimbursed at the “free” rates prescribed by the
USDA for the NSLP (including snacks) and for the SBP. Supper meals are reimbursed at the
NSLP’s free lunch rate.

At camps operating the SSO, only those meals served to children who are eligible for free or
reduced-price school meals may be reimbursed at the free rate. Meals served to children
who are ineligible for free or reduced-price meals are not reimbursable.

Question: Will qualifying schools continue to receive the severe need breakfast rates under
the S50?

Answer: Yes.

Question: Will eligible schools participating as SSO sites continue to earn the commodity
entitlement under NSLP?

Answer: Yes. Schools will receive the full commodity allotment for both lunches and
suppers.

Question: Will schools participating in the seamless option still receive the extra $.02
differential for lunch and supper meals?

Answer: Yes. In addition, lunches claimed under the SSO may count toward the
determination of the CE'’s eligibility for the extra $.02 differential and the school’s eligibility
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48.

for the severe need breakfast rate.

Question: What rates will non-school sites receive?

Answer: In most cases, the CE will receive the same reimbursement rates for non-school
sites as for the school sites. When different schools within the CE’s jurisdiction qualify for
different rates, such as the severe need breakfast rate, then the non-school site will earn the
same reimbursement rates as the nearest school. If the CE is sponsoring a school that is
outside of its jurisdiction, the CE will receive the same NSLP reimbursement rates that that
school site earns during the regular school year.

Reporting

49.

52.

53.

Question: How will CEs report the meals served in the SSO to TDA?
Answer: CEs will claim reimbursement for SSO meals through TX-UNPS.

Question: Since the new NSLP and SBP rates for the upcoming SY are effective in July, how
would the claims for June and July be handled?

Answer: Since the NSLP rates change on July 1, the June and July claims cannot be
combined. June meals served under the SSO would be included in the same claim as regular
NSLP meals for June. If the CE did not operate the regular NSLP in June but operated the
SSO for 10 days or less in June, it could combine the June SSO meals on the May claim.
Conversely, if it operates the SSO for 10 days or less during July, it could combine the July
and August claims.

Question: Can a Food Service Management Company (FSMC) under contract with a CE for
NSLP/SBP meal service handle the same administrative tasks for meals served under the
SSO?

Answer: Yes, assuming that the contract includes the SSO meal service, FSMC personnel
must follow the NSLP regulations, which describe permissible administrative tasks that the
company can perform on behalf of the CE.
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Seamless Summer Option On-Site Monitoring Form

The Seamless Summer Option On-site Monitoring Form should be used by the CE to evaluate
its program. Complete one for every summer site the CE has in operation. To be in compliance,
CE staff should respond “yes” to the questions. For further explanation, a section reference
from the Administrator’s Reference Manual appears in the left-hand column.

YES NO
Counting 1. Is the count taken at the point-of-service? |:| |:|
and
Claiming 2. If the cashier/counter is at the beginning of the line, is a monitor
stationed at the end of the line who removes from the count any meal o u
which does not contain sufficient components in order to claim
reimbursement?
3. Is there a system in place to ensure that second meals are not claimed u u
for reimbursement?
4. After viewing the point-of-service count in operation, does it appear ] u
that it yields an accurate count?
5. If there is more than one serving line, are the counts from all lines I:‘ I:'
properly consolidated?
6. Isthere a trained substitute cashier/counter? |:| |:|
7. When preparing the monthly reimbursement claim, are the numbers of u u
meals claimed for all schools/sites consolidated correctly?
8. Is an on-site review completed and documented during the first three
weeks of operation?
Lunch, Are the same meal patterns used August through May?
Breakfast

and Snack  10. Are each of the required food items offered at every meal?

11. Are complete food production records maintained on all meals
claimed for reimbursement, including breakfasts, snacks, lunches and
suppers?

O OO0 O
0O O O

12. Are utensils that yield standard-sized servings used for portioning all
menu items?

13. Based on the menu system being used, are the required number of
meat servings offered each week?

14. Based on the menu system being used, are the required number of
bread servings offered each week?

O O o O
I

15. Based on the menu system being used, are the meals being analyzed?
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YES NO

16. Is school/site operating only two meal services? (i.e., Breakfast/Lunch
or Lunch/Snack)

17. Is each child permitted to select from the required choices of milk?

Other 18
Operational
Issues

. Is the nondiscrimination statement and information as to where a
complaint may be filed included on program materials?

19. a. Are procedures established to receive complaints alleging
discrimination?

b. Are complaints forwarded to the Texas Department of
Agriculture?

20. Is there no separation by race, color, national origin, sex, age or
disability in the eating periods, seating arrangements, serving lines or
eating areas?

21. Did the school/site conduct outreach to the media and
community/grass roots organizations about feeding sites?

O o 0O o o oo
0 o 0O o o oo

Financial 22. Are records maintained for a period of five years (public schools) or
three years (private schools and RCCls) after the final claim for

[]
[]

reimbursement for the fiscal year or until resolution of any audits or
reviews?

Signature of Site Manager Date

Signature of Supervisor Name of Site

Texas Department of Agriculture —April 2012 Summer Program 12.33



