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Food Service Management
Advertising Instructions


All Texas school districts that propose to contract with a food service management company (FSMC) must first publicize their Request for Proposal and Contract (2 CFR § 200.317).  Postings shall run for a period of no less than 14 days in a publication of general circulation covering the area served by the school district.

One source for advertisement of a Request for Proposal for food service management is the Internet Web site administered by the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts (CPA).  The Electronic State Business Daily (ESBD) is located at http://esbd.cpa.state.tx.us. Texas school districts that propose to contract with a FSMC may use this method to advertise their proposal or bid.  In order to use the ESBD, a school district must, with board approval, become a member of the CPA’s Cooperative Purchasing Program (Program).  There is an annual fee for the Program.  Initial contact should be made through the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts at (512) 463-3034.  Additional procurement information may be found on the Comptroller’s Web site at  http://www.window.state.tx.us/procurement/.   

Notices of Request for Proposal and Contract must also be sent to all registered FSMCs that have been approved by Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA).  The current TDA-Approved FSMC Vendor list can be found at: http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/NationalSchoolLunchProgram/NSLPAdministrationamp;Forms/FoodServiceManagementCompanies.aspx. 


Any Request for Proposal and Contract must be approved by TDA before publicizing in order to ensure compliance with federal regulations.  Postings should be in place for at least four weeks before the prebid conference to allow enough time for distribution of the Request for Proposal and Contract and for responses by prospective FSMCs, in accordance with USDA procurement guidance.

If you have any questions and/or require technical assistance please contact your local Education Service Center (a list of assigned Regions and contact information can be found at: http://tdaeducationonline.articulate-online.com/p/1071823039/story_html5.html.  You may also email NSLP-SBP.BOps@TexasAgriculture.gov (include your 5 digit CE ID and the legal name of the entity) for assistance; please note in the subject of the email that your require assistance with the FSMC process so your inquiry can be routed appropriately.
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